
Week 2 HOME: Watercolor Resist

Book: My Papi has a Motorcycle
Author: Isabel Quintero; Illustrator: Zeke Pena
Grade Levels: K-1st Grades

Objective: Students will be introduced to the Latinx community
and its culture and reflect upon the details that create their sense
of home.

EBR Core Action Support - Text, Task, Talk
● 1 - High Quality Text & Supports Foundational Skills
● 2 - Employ questions and tasks that are text dependent and

text specific.
● 3 - Provide all students with the opportunity to engage in

the work of the lesson.

Before Reading:

● Preview the front cover of the book.
● Ask students what they think this book will be about,

explain that is called making predictions
● Vocabulary:

Papi: means Daddy in Spanish

While Reading:
Vocabulary:

○ Abuelita: means Granny in Spanish
○ tortilleria: a place that makes tortillas
○ Mami: means Mommy is Spanish
○ raspados: snowballs
○ nopale: means cactus in Spanish
○ albondigas: means meatballs in Spanish
○ vamos: means “let’s go” in Spanish

After Reading:

QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS:
1. What do you learn about the main character’s neighborhood during her motorcycle ride

through the city? Think of the sights, smells, sounds, tastes, and feelings. Spanish is spoken, there
are stray cats and dogs, the raspados shop is closed, her grandparents live nearby, her father is a
builder.

2. Are some of the places she visits similar to places in your neighborhood/town?
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Watercolor Resist Home Drawings

Materials:
● Watercolor paper (for home drawing)
● Cardstock (for self portrait)
● Oil pastels
● Cup of water (bring jug of water if there is no sink)
● Foam mounting squares

Materials from Art Box:
● Colored pencils
● Scissors
● Watercolor set with paint brush

Introduction:
Summarize the steps before starting to use materials.  Explain that we will use oil pastels
and watercolors.  Because the oil is hydrophobic it will repel (push away) the watercolor
paint so you can paint right over your illustration for a beautiful effect. Show students an
example of how this works before they start working. Make sure students know how to
use watercolors (like dipping the paintbrush in the water then gently “painting” the color
to get it a little wet and cleaning the brush before switching colors).

Vocabulary:
● foreground: the part of the picture that is in the front (the self portrait)
● background: the part of the picture in the back (painting/oil pastel home picture)

Directions:

1. Tell students to close their eyes and think about their five senses. You may have to
explain the five senses to the younger students. Now think about your home, family,
and neighborhood. Picture walking out the front door. What do you see? Some
examples are trees, flowers, dogs, etc. What is cooking in the house? What do you
hear people saying? The teacher can also refer back to the book for examples.

2. Students should draw their home using oil pastels on the sheet of watercolor
paper (the bigger sheet). Students can then use watercolors to
paint over the oil pastels.

3. Students will draw a self portrait on the piece of cardstock using
colored pencils. Cut out the self portrait close to the body.

4. Use the mounting squares to attach the self portrait to the home
illustration. The self portrait will be placed in the foreground,
making the home painting the background.
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